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ENVIRO “TOOLS” – PHASE I, II, DSI, ETC

• Phase I ESA – walk-through site assessment, historical and regulatory background 
searches, review of previous reports

• Phase II ESA/DSI – soil or groundwater sampling

• Remediation – clean up of impacted soil or groundwater.  Several techniques can be 
used

• Risk Assessments – used as an alternative to remediation.  Adjusts the regulatory 
standards to address contaminants given the conditions at a site



ARE ALL ASSESSMENTS EQUAL?

Phase I ESAs should be comprehensive and review all available historical information

• It is important to note that not all consultants utilize all historical sources.

• ERIS charges for the material from their database and some firms will only use 
publically accessible information from local libraries to save money and to be more 
competitive.

• Beware – you get what you pay for!!

• Professional Designations as a minimum in signature (P.Eng, P. Geo, P.Ag., P., 
Chem, R.P.Bio).    CSAP is highest designation in BC.
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