
Cannabis Legalization

Linda Stromberg



Timeline of key cannabis laws in Canada

2000 2001 2013 2015 2016

R. v. Parker was 
the decision that 
first invalidated 
the cannabis 
prohibition. 

Introduction 
of the 
Marihuana 
for Medical 
Access 
Regulations 
(MMAR).

Introduction 
of 
Marihuana 
for Medical 
Purposes 
Regulations 
(MMPR).

R. v. Smith: 
Supreme Court 
rules that the 
restriction to dried 
marijuana under 
the MMAR and the 
MMPR were 
unconstitutional.

R. v. Allard: 
MMPR 
declared 
unconstitu -
tional by BC 
Superior Court

Introduction 
of Access to 
Cannabis for 
Medical 
Purposes 
Regulations 
(ACMPR).



Timeline of legalization progress in Canada

2016 2017 2018 2019

JUNE 30, 2016

Task Force on
Cannabis
Legalization &
Regulation
Launched

APRIL 13, 2017

Proposed
Cannabis Act
introduced in
House of
Commons

NOV 27, 2017

Proposed
Cannabis Act
passed by 
House,
referred to
Senate.

Regulations for
edibles and

concentrates
take effect by

or before 
October 2019

DEC 13, 2016

Task Force 
Report 
Published

JUNE 20, 2018

The proposed
Cannabis Act
was passed by 
Senate

JUNE 21, 2018

Royal Assent 
was granted. 
Coming into 
Force date
Was 
announced

October 17, 2018
Cannabis Act and Cannabis Regulations

are in force
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A closer look at BC
The Cannabis Control and Licensing Act is guided by the Province’s priorities of 
protecting children and youth, promoting health and safety, keeping the criminal element 
out of cannabis, keeping B.C. roads safe, and supporting economic development.

• Sets 19 as the provincial minimum age to purchase sell or consume cannabis;

• Allows adults to possess up to 30 grams of cannabis in a public place;

• Prohibits cannabis smoking and vaping everywhere tobacco smoking and vaping are 
prohibited, as well as at playgrounds, sports fields, skate parks, and other places 
where children commonly gather;

• Prohibits the use of cannabis on school properties and in vehicles;



A closer look at BC cont’d
• Authorizes adults to grow up to four cannabis plants per household, but the plants 

must not be visible from public spaces off the property, and home cultivation will be 
banned in homes used as day-cares;

• Establishes a cannabis retail licensing regime similar to the current licensing regime 
for liquor;

• Provides enforcement authority to deal with illegal sales;

• Creates a number of provincial cannabis offences which may result in a fine ranging 
from $2,000 to $100,000, imprisonment of three to 12 months, or both; and

• Where necessary, to comply with Charter Rights and human rights law, exemptions 
will be provided for individuals who are federally authorized to purchase, possess 
and consume medical cannabis.



Cannabis Retail

Photos by Eric Thompson / 
Kamloops Matters



Vancouver Retail Licensing 
Application Process

STEP 1
Municipal Requirements

STEP 2
Municipal Development 
Permit

STEP 3
Provincial Retail Licence

STEP 4
Municipal Business Licence
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Workplace Policies – A Reasoned Approach 
Employers are responsible for the safety of all employees 
and will be required to understand the Cannabis Act and 
ensure they are protecting workers and workplaces. 

Here are five basic tips to consider when creating new 
cannabis policies for the workplace: 

1. Understand what is legal 

2. Accommodate medical users 

3. Clarify your policy on recreational cannabis 

4. Cover medical marijuana on your group benefits plan 

5. Have an open and honest dialogue with your 
employees .

WorkSafeBC Resources:

• Substance Use and 
Workplace Impairment

• Guide to manage 
workplace impairment 
and developing 
impairment policy



Normalization – A Societal Shift



Understanding the Timeline
The Cannabis Act took effect on October 17, 
2018.

This was the date the legislation was in place, 
and should not be seen as the date when the 
system is fully operational. 

Implementation of provincial and municipal 
rules could potentially take years. 

Government is expected to issue scores more 
production licenses for medical producers, and 
slowly transition some into the non-medical 
market. 



Thank You

Linda Stromberg
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